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Two British journalists win joint first prize in prestigious cancer journalism award

15 June 2009 – Margaret McCartney and Linda Geddes are joint winners of the European School of Oncology’s Best Cancer Reporter Award (BCRA) for 2009. The Award was established by the European School of Oncology (ESO) in 2006 to encourage better quality media coverage of cancer and to recognise the many examples of outstanding cancer journalism.  Geddes and McCartney will each receive a prize of €7,500 to acknowledge the excellence of their work and commitment to enlightening people about cancer. 

Geddes, who writes for the New Scientist, said: “I’m absolutely thrilled to win this award, having been up against such stiff competition. New Scientist had been talking about running a cancer special for several years to try and explain to our readers on what is happening in this complex, and sometimes over-hyped area of research. I’m very pleased the judges recognised this.”
The other joint first prize winner, Glasgow-based McCartney, writes a weekly column for the Financial Times Weekend.  She commented: “I am glad that critical reporting around cancer issues is seen to be of importance. At a time when numerous private companies are looking to make profit out of fear and anxiety about health, and cancer in particular, it is more important than ever that the uncertainties of medical testing and treatments are openly discussed.”

A runner-up prize was awarded to Rabiya Tuma who writes for the Economist. She said: "I am excited and honored to receive the runner up prize. I have been writing about cancer for nearly ten years and continue to find it fascinating to watch basic science observations alter clinical practice."  Tuma will receive a prize of €5000.
Italian journalist Daniela Ovadia and Portuguese journalist Nelson Marques were highly commended by the judges. They will both receive a Special Merit Award certificate that recognises the excellence of their work. 

Linda Geddes and Margaret McCartney will be presented with the 2009 Best Cancer Reporter Award at a ceremony that will take place during the ESO session at the World Conference of Science Journalists that will take place at 2.30-4.00pm in London on July 2nd 2009 (see: http://www.wcsj2009.org/).  

-ENDS-

Notes: The winning articles will be reproduced in ESO’s magazine Cancer World 

About the award: The Best Cancer Reporter Award is an original initiative of the European School of Oncology and is funded by private donors. Established in 2006, the Award was created to honour and reward excellence in cancer journalism. The Best Cancer Reporter Award judging panel consists of leading journalists and figures from the European cancer community.  The 2009 judging panel included Sarah Boseley (The Guardian, UK), Franco Cavalli (European School of Oncology, Switzerland), Lynn Faulds Wood (European Cancer Patient Coalition, UK), Istvan Palugyai, (European Union of Science Journalists’ Associations, Hungary), Pawel Walewski (Polityka, Poland) and Kathy Redmond (Cancer World, Switzerland). 

About the European School of Oncology (ESO): Milan-based ESO is an independent, non-profit organisation that is dedicated to improving the care and treatment that cancer patients receive. The School was founded in 1982 with the aim of reducing deaths from cancer due to late diagnosis and inadequate treatment. Over the past 25 years it has grown into one of the most important providers of cancer education for physicians, nurses, patient advocates and the media worldwide. Further information about the School is available from www.cancerworld.org
For further information about the Best Cancer Reporter Award and other ESO media activities, please contact: 
Gabriele Maggini, Cancer Media Service, European School of Oncology, Milan, Italy

Tel: +41 91 811 94 07

Email:mediaservice@eso.net
